We claim: 





1 \, ^ / A method for pricings^ travel product, comprising the steps of: 

2 / obtaining a flexibility ra^^e from said customer; 

3 identifying at least one travel^roduct that satisfies said flexibility range; 

4 and 

5 determining a price for said identii^d travel product based on said 
^^^J^e xibility range. 

2/ The method of claim l,\wherein said price is determined by discounting 

2 /an established price. 

1 3. The method of claim 1, whVrein said price is determined by scoring said 

2 flexibility range to obtain a score and us^ng said score to determine a percentage 

3 discount off of an established price. 

1 4. The method of claim 1, w^herein^aid price is determined by scoring said 

2 flexibility range to obtain a score and using said score to determine a monetary discount 

3 off of an established price. 

1 5. The method of claim 1, wherein \aid price is proportional to said 

2 flexibility range. 

1 6. The method of claim 1, wherein said flexibility range is specified in 

2 terms of a preferred travel product and a set of tolerar^ces for at least one variable 

3 component of said travel product. 



1 7. The method of claim 1, wherein said flexibrlity range is specified in 

2 terms of a minimum and maximum value for at least one variable component of said 

3 travel product. 
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1 8. The method of ci^ini 1, wherein said flexibility range includes 

2 acceptable times and dates. ' \ 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein said flexibility range includes a desired 

level of service. \ 

1 10. The method of claim 1, ^herein said flexibihty range includes an 

2 acceptable location assignment for a travel prMuct. 

1 11, The method of claim 1, wherein Siaid price is determined by multiplying 

2 a wholesale price by a predefined value. \ 

1 12. The method of claim 1, wherein said identified travel product has a price 

2 not greater than a maximum price identified by said customer. 

1 13. The method of claim 1, wherein said identifying step identifies a travel 

2 product other than a preferred travel product identified by said customer. 

wj)^4^ The method of claim 1, wRerein said identified travel product is selected 

2 /randomly fi-om a set of travel products satisi^^ng said flexibility range. 

1 15. The method of claim 1, wherein said identifying step further comprises 

2 the step of selecting said identified travel product based on revenue management 

3 information. 

1 16. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing a 

2 voucher to said customer to enable the purchase of one of said identified travel 

3 products. 

1 17. The method of claim 16, fixrther comprising the step of recording 

2 identifying information about said voucher. 



20 



18. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of charging a penalty 
to said customer if said customer fails to purchase said identified travel product. 

19. ^ ^r/^ ^ method for pricing astravel product, comprising the steps of: 

/ obtaining a flexibility ran^ from said customer; 

identifying at least one travel^product that satisfies said flexibility range; 

and 

determining a price for said at leW one identified travel product based 
on a number of said identified travel products satisrang said flexibility range. 

The method of clainX 19, wherein said price is determined by 
determining a percentage discount off of an established price. 

21. The method of claim 19, \vherein said price is determined by 
determining a monetary discount off of an estamished price. 

22. The method of claim 19, whereir\said price is proportional to said 
flexibility range. 

23. The method of claim 19, wherein said identified travel product has a 
price not greater than a maximum price identified by said customer. 

24. The method of claim 19, wherein said identifying step identifies a travel 
product other than a preferred travel product identified by said customer. 



5. The method of claimv 19, wherein said identified travel product is 

selected randomly from a set of travel prh^ucts satisfying said flexibility range. 

26. The method of claim 19, wherein said identifying step further comprises 

the step of selecting said identified travel product based on revenue management 
information. 
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1 27, The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of charging a 

2 penalty to said customer if said customer fails to purchase said identified travel product. 

1 28. A method for\determining customized restrictions for a travel product, 

2 comprising the steps of: \ 

3 obtaining a flexibility range from said customer; 

4 determining at leastVone seller restriction for at least one travel product 

5 that satisfies said flexibility range; and 

6 providing said seller restrictions and a price to said buyer for approval, 

7 the price being baesd on said flexibilitwange. 

1 29. The method of claim 28, wherein said price is determined by discounting 

2 an established price. \ 

1 30. The method of claim 28, v^hWin said price is determined by scoring 

2 said flexibility range and using said score to determine a percentage discount off of an 

3 established price. Av\ ^^-^"'^ 

1 31. The method of claim 28, wherein\said price is determined by scoring 

2 said flexibility range and using said score to determine a monetary discount off of an 

3 established price. \ 

1 32. The method of claim 28, wherein saidXprice is proportional to said 

2 flexibility range. \ 

1 33. The method of claim 28, wherein said travel product has a price not 

2 greater than a maximum price identified by said customer. \ 

1 34. The method of claim 28, further comprising the\step of charging a 

2 penalty to said customer if said customer fails to purchase said identifred travel product. 
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35. A methodXfor determining customized restrictions for a travel product, 
comprising the steps of: \ 

obtaining a flexibility range from said customer; 

determining at\east one seller restriction for at least one travel product 
that satisfies said flexibility range; and 

establishing a commitment of said customer to purchase said travel 
product before determining a price tor said travel product. 

36. The method of claim S5, wherein said commitment is established by 
requiring said customer to purchase tne travel product that satisfies said flexibility 
range. \ 

37. The method of claim 35, wferein said customer is required to purchase 
said travel product that satisfies said flexibility range using a payment identifier from 
said customer. \ 

38. The method of claim 35, wherein said commitment is established by 
charging a penalty to an account associated with a payment identifier if said customer 
fails to purchase said travel product that satisfies said flexibility range. 

39. The method of claim 35, further compfdsing the step of determining a 
price for said travel product by discounting an established price. 

40. The method of claim 35, further comprising^ the step of determining a 
price for said travel product by scoring said flexibility rangV and using said score to 
determine a percentage discount off of an established price. \ 

41. The method of claim 35, fiirther comprising the step of determining a 
price for said travel product by scoring said flexibility range and using said score to 
determine a monetary discount off of an established price. \ 
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42. The method of cla\m 35, further comprising the step of determining a 
price for said travel product that is substantially proportional to said flexibility range. 

43. The method of claim 3^ further comprising the step of charging a 
penalty to said customer if said customer m^ls to purchase said identified travel product 



A system for pmcing a travel product, comprising: 
a memory for storing computer-readable code; and 
a processor operatively coupled to said memory, said processor 



configured to: 



obtain a flexibility range fi*om said customer; 

identify at least one travel product that satisfies said flexibihty range; 



and 



determine a price for s2^id identified travel product based on said 
flexibility range. 

45. A system for pricing a travel {^jroduct, comprising: 

means for obtaining a flexibility range fi-om said customer for said travel 

product; 

means for identifying at least J!^ne travel product that satisfies said 
flexibility range; and 

means for determining a price for sai^ identified travel product based on 
said flexibility range. 



46. An article of manufacture for processing ^e sale of a product 

comprising: 

a computer readable medium having computer readable code means 
embodied thereon, said computer readable program code means comprising: 
a step to obtain a flexibility range fi^om said customer; 
a step to identify at least one travel product that i^atisfies said flexibility 

range; and 
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a step to determine a price for said identified travel product based on 
said flexibility range. \ 

47. A system for pricing a travel product, comprising: 
a memory foV storing computer-readable code; and 

a processor V)peratively coupled to said memory, said processor 
configured to: \ 

obtain a flexibility range from said customer; 

identify at least ine travel product that satisfies said flexibility range; 
and \ 

determine a price ibr said at least one identified travel product based on 
a number of said identified travel products satisfying said flexibility range. 

48. A system for pricing A travel product, comprising: 
means for obtaining a flexibility range from said customer; 

means for identifying W least one travel product that satisfies said 
flexibility range; and \ 

means for determining a\price for said at least one identified travel 
product based on a number of said identified travel products satisfying said flexibility 
range. \ 

49. An article of manufacture for processing the sale of a product 
comprising: \ 

a computer readable medium having computer readable code means 
embodied thereon, said computer readable program code means comprising: 

a step to obtain a flexibility range frohi said customer; 

a step to identify at least one travel product that satisfies said flexibility 
range; and \ 

a step to determine a price for said at least one identified travel product 
based on a number of said identified travel products satisfying said flexibility range. 

\ ' . 
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1 50. A system for determining customized restrictions for a travel product, 

2 comprising: 

3 a memory for storing computer-readable code; and 

4 a processor operatively coupled to said memory, said processor 

5 configured to: 

6 obtain a flexibility range fi*om said customer; 

7 determine at least one seller restriction for at least one travel product that 

8 satisfies said flexibility range; and 

9 provide said seller restrictions to said buyer for approval with a price 
10 based on said flexibility range. 

151. A system for determining customized restrictions for a travel product, 

2 comprising: 

3 means for obtaining a flexibility range fi-om said customer; 

4 means for determining at least one seller restriction for at least one travel 

5 product that satisfies said flexibility range; and 

6 means for providing said seller restrictions to said buyer for approval 

7 with a price based on said flexibility range. 

1 52. An article of manufacture for processing the sale of a product 

2 comprising: 

3 a computer readable medium having computer readable code means 

4 embodied thereon, said computer readable program code means comprising: 

5 a step to obtain a flexibility range from said customer for said travel 

6 product; 

7 a step to determine at least one seller restriction for at least one travel 

8 product that satisfies said flexibility range; and 

9 a step to provide said seller restrictions to said buyer for approval with a 
10 price based on said flexibility range. 
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1 53. A system for determining customized restrictions for a travel product, 

2 comprising: 

3 a memory for storing computer-readable code; and 

4 a processor operatively coupled to said memory, said processor 

5 configured to: 

6 obtain a flexibility range fi"om said customer; 

7 determine at least one seller restriction for at least one travel product that 

8 satisfies said flexibility range; and 

9 establish a commitment of said customer to purchase said travel product 
10 before determining a price for said travel product. 

1 54. A system for determining customized restrictions for a travel product, 

2 comprising: 

3 means for obtaining a flexibility range from said; 

4 means for determining at least one seller restriction for at least one travel 

5 product that satisfies said flexibility range; and 

6 means for establishing a commitment of said customer to purchase said 

7 travel product before determining a price for said travel product. 

1 55. An article of manufacture for processing the sale of a product 

2 comprising: 

3 a computer readable medium having computer readable code means 

4 embodied thereon, said computer readable program code means comprising: 

5 a step to obtain a flexibility range fi"om said customer; 

6 a step to determine at least one seller restriction for at least one travel 

7 product that satisfies said flexibility range; and 

8 a step to establish a commitment of said customer to purchase said travel 

9 product before determining a price for said travel product. 
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